
Westminster Presbyterian Church, Portage, Michigan 
ORDER OF WORSHIP ~  September 27, 2020 

 
PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME 
 

MUSIC FOR PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 

 

INTROIT                   “I Will Sing of the Mercies”        #36 (Lift Up Your Hearts) 
 

I will sing of the mercies of the Lord,  I will sing of the mercies of the Lord. 
From the rising of the sun ‘til the time that it goes down, 
I will sing o the mercies of the Lord. 

 

          I will sing songs of praise unto the Lord, I will sing songs of praise unto the Lord. 
From the rising of the sun ‘til the time that it goes down, 
I will sing songs of praise unto the Lord. 
 

I will lift hands of off’ring to the Lord, I will lift hands of off’ring to the Lord. 
From the rising of the sun ‘til the time that it goes down, 
I will lift hands of off’ring to the Lord. 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP        

Come, let us celebrate the forgiving, reconciling love of God. 
Though we were once lost, we have been welcomed home. 

Know that God’s love is lavished upon you forever. 
We rejoice at the news of forgiveness and hope! 

Come, let us praise the God of Love. 

 
HYMN                  “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”                #276 (Hymnal) 

 

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father;  
there is no shadow of turning with thee. 
Thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not;  
As thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be. 
 

Refrain: Great is thy faithfulness!  Great is thy faithfulness! 
  Morning by morning new mercies I see. 
  All I have needed thy hand hath provided.   
  Great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me! 
 

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, 
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 
To thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.         Refrain 
 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,       
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide. 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow – 
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!      Refrain 

 

 



PRAYER 
God of grace and mercy, the love you have shown us in Jesus is more than we deserve. 

Your arms are open wide, like a waiting father for his prodigal children, ready to welcome and 
restore.  We come to you just now thirsting for your living water, your restoring word.   Guide 

us to the streams of your wonder and glory, your justice and righteousness, your grace and 
mercy, that we may drink and be satisfied, renewed for our continuing journey with Jesus.  

Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING             Luke 15:11-32  
 

SERMON:        “The Waiting Father”    Pastor Janet 

 
SONG              “Healing Grace”                #68 (Hymnal)  
 

Merciful God and Father, loving us like no other, 
Hear our prayer, the cry of our hearts, as we come to you. 
We acknowledge our transgressions, we confess to you our sins; 
Show us mercy and compassion, Touch our lives with your healing grace again. 
 

PRAYER    
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  AMEN 

 
MISSION INTERPRETATION   Peace and Global Witness Offering  Beth Myer 

 
CLOSING HYMN     “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”                  #298 (Hymnal)    
     

       There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, like the wideness of the sea. 
       There’s a kindness in God’s justice which is more than liberty. 
       There is no place where earth’s sorrow are more felt than up in heaven; 
       There is no place where earth’s failings have such kindly judgement given. 
 

       For the love of God is broader than the measures of the mind; 
       And the heart of the Eternal is most wonderfully kind. 
       If our love were but more faithful, we would gladly trust God’s word. 
      And our lives reflect thanksgiving for the goodness of our Lord. 

 
BLESSING    May we always see God’s arms open in welcome. 

    May we walk with Jesus, who sits down with sinners. 
    May we grow in grace, by the power of the Spirit.   
                  And may the presence of God – Creator, Christ, and Comforter – be our home. 

 
POSTLUDE 


