
Westminster Presbyterian Church, Portage, Michigan 

ORDER OF WORSHIP ~  October 25, 2020 – Reformation Sunday 
 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME 
 

MUSIC FOR PREPARATION FOR WORSHP 
 

INTROIT                “Seek Ye First ”                #333 (Hymnal) 

Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness,  
And all these things shall be added unto you. Allelu, alleluia. 
 

Ask and it shall be given unto you. Seek and ye shall find. 
Knock and the door shall be opened unto you. Allelu, alleluia. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP        Psalm 46 & the hymn “A Mighty Fortress”   
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, 
though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea, 
though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
 

A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing;             #260 (Hymnal) 
our helper he amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing. 
For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe; 
his craft and power are great, and, armed with cruel hate, on earth is not his equal. 
 

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the Most High. 
God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; God will help it when the morning dawns. 
 

Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing; 
were not the right Man on our side, the Man of God’s own choosing. 
Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus it is he, 
Lord Sabaoth his name, from age to age the same, and he must win the battle. 
 

The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter; God speaks and the earth melts. 
The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. 

Come, behold the works of the Lord! God makes wars cease to the end of the earth; 
God breaks the bow, shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 
 

And though this world, with devils filled, should threaten to undo us, 
we will not fear, for God has willed his truth to triumph through us. 
The prince of darkness grim, we tremble not for him; 
his rage we can endure, for lo! his doom is sure, one little word shall fell him. 
 

Be still, and know that the Lord is God!  
God is exalted among the nations; God is exalted in the earth.  
The Lord of hosts is with us; The God of Jacob is our refuge. 
 

That word above all earthly powers, no thanks to them, abideth; 
the Spirit and the gifts are ours through him who with us sideth; 
let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also; 
the body they may kill, God’s truth abideth still, his kingdom is forever. 

 

PRAYER           (the Rev. Bonnie Tarwater, ucc.org/worship/worship-ways/) 

Ever-calling God, we give thanks that you have gathered us into your church and graced us with 
your faithful presence. We ponder our history, ancient and still developing, and marvel at the 



many expressions of your church. Grant us the vision to be a part of a new reformation for the 
Church that will bring ever more joy and justice to the world. Continue to gather us, the diverse 

lot of us, into Jesus’ vision and dream that your faithful people may be one in you.  Amen    
 

SCRIPTURE READING              Philippians 4:4-9   
 

SERMON          “Together in Spirit… Whatever the Future Holds”          Pastor Janet 
 

RESPONSIVE READING       Psalm 96:1-6 
O sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
Sing to the Lord, bless his name; tell of his salvation from day to day. 

Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works among all the peoples. 
For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; he is to be revered above all gods. 
For all the gods of the peoples are idols, but the Lord made the heavens. 

Honor and majesty are before him; strength and beauty are in his sanctuary.   
 

HYMN       “Behold the Goodness of Our Lord”               #241 (Hymnal) 
 

Behold the goodness of our Lord, how blest it is to be 
A company of God’s beloved, in holy unity. 
 

Like precious oil upon the head, a healing for our strife, 
It flows throughout our common bond, refreshing all of life. 
 

As dew on Zion’s mountaintop brings freshness to its door, 
Our Lord commands this in our midst and brings life evermore. 

 

MISSION INTERPRETATION     Stewardship 2021              Francis Cirvencic 
 

PRAYER  
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  AMEN 

 

CLOSING SONG              “Be Not Afraid”     
You shall cross the barren desert, but you shall not die of thirst. 
You shall wander far in safety though you do not know the way. 
You shall speak your words in foreign lands and all will understand. 
You shall see the face of God and live. 
 

Refrain: Be not afraid. I go before you always. Come, follow me, and I will give you rest. 
 

If you pass through raging waters in the sea, you shall not drown. 
If you walk amid the burning flames, you shall not be harmed. 
If you stand before the pow'r of hell and death is at your side, 
know that I am with you through it all.                                     Refrain 
 

Blessed are your poor, for the kingdom shall be theirs. 
Blest are you that weep and mourn, for one day you shall laugh. 
And if wicked tongues insult and hate you all because of me, 
Blessed, blessed are you!                                      Refrain                       
 

BLESSING   


