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Welcome S ta tement  

 
We open our  doors to a l l  persons to  jo in in worsh ip ,   

fe l lowship ,  educa t ional programs and serv ice .  
 

We welcome into membersh ip  al l  who profess fa i th in  
 Jesus Chr ist  wi thout regard to  gender ,  age,  race ,   

e thn ic  o r ig in,  soc io -economic s ta tus ,   
sexual o r ienta t ion ,  d isabi l i ty ,   
o r  any o ther  human condi t ion.  

 
We e lec t  and ordain as leaders in  the  church  persons  
 who are  ca l led by God and commit ted  to serv ing  the  

Lord Jesus Chr ist  in  the Church .  
                                                                                                                             

                                              adopted by the Sess ion,   May 18,  2009  

2   Sara Stuut 

3   Ernest Pueblo     

4 Fatch Chapeyama 

5   Rob Boven 

6   Steve Hessen 

9   Nancy Husk 

11 Melissa Martin 

     Suzanne Rop 

12  Lizz Cardwell 

     Samantha Poliak 

November Anniversaries 

 5   Bernie & Helen Rodee 

15 Ted & Lynn McFarlen  

13 Tom & Peggy Depper  

22 Bob & Jean Cox  

25 Harry & Carol Madison 

27 Bill & Frances Potts         

SHARING YOUR THOUGHTS about worship 

Thanks to all of you who have so promptly responded 

to our worship survey!  We appreciated your 

responses.   We know that some are eager to get back 

to worship; we know that others have very strong 

concerns about risks.  

Westminster’s Session continues to keep abreast of 

public health information and evaluate our church 

programming in light of the Covid-19 pandemic.  Our 

priority has been and will continue to be safety and 

preventing the spread of the virus.  But our decision-

making—a responsibility we all take seriously—will be 

helped by knowing what is most important to you. 

We urge you to participate in our worship survey, if 

you haven’t already.  A link to the online version (very 

simple!) was emailed, along with a version you can 

print out and return by US mail or drop off at church.  

If neither of those options work, we can send you a 

paper copy—just let us know.  

If you wish to have a conversation, instead of (or in 

addition to) responding to the questionnaire, let us 

know that, too, and a Session member or Deacon will 

get in touch. 

November Birthdays 

17  Tom Hamilton 

18  Bud Toornman 

19  Mary Carlson 

      Sharon Brouwer 

20  Meg Truesdell 

23 Gloria Padilla-

Carlson 

26  Amy Ruimveld 
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OUR CHURCH BUILDING DURING AN ONGOING PANDEMIC 

We continue to have limited church office hours due to the ongoing COVID-19 crisis.    

Office hours through November:  Mondays & Wednesdays, 1 to 4 pm (subject to change). 

At other times, you can leave a message or request a return phone call. 

Worship and most meetings and gatherings are suspended or taking place in alternative ways.  

Some small gatherings may in areas of the church that allow for appropriate distancing.  Indoor 

gatherings should be limited to no more than 20 people in large spaces (like the Fellowship Hall), 

ten people in other areas. 

If you come to the church building at any time, please use either the main or portico door.  

Everyone is asked to sign in to the building and expected to observe safe physical distance 

and wear a mask when in the presence of others.  Please wash your hands or use hand 

sanitizer when you enter and leave  There are disinfectant wipes at both the main and portico 

entrances and in the restrooms to sanitize surfaces.  Please do not come to the church if you are 

experiencing symptoms of Covid-19 or if you have been exposed. 

Our Session has adopted the recommendation of Lake Michigan Presbytery that in-person 

worship services be suspended through December 31, 2020.  The Session is reassessing the 

situation at each meeting, so this may change.  The Session and the Worship Team will be 

considering what precautions and changes to our normal routine will be needed when we do 

resume in-sanctuary worship, and will  be sure to communicate these to everyone.   
 

***** 

Though we are not gathering, the ministry of the church continues!  Your pastors and other church 

staff members are working hard and figuring out how to do ministry in new ways.  Please try to 

be patient and supportive!  Session, Deacons, Ministry Teams, and small groups are meeting, 

mostly virtually.  Worship happens every Sunday.  Bills are being paid, including mission 

commitments.  Much-needed facility projects are being done. We are all trying to take care of 

one another! 

Thanks to all who have continued to send in your pledges and offerings.  They are vital in 

enabling the ministry of the church to continue in these strange times.   

If you need to reach Pastors Jerry and Janet and do not find them at church,  

     please call them at home  269-349-5278 or call one of their cell phones: 

             Janet 407-455-0821    or Jerry 269-501-4701 



4 

 

4 

 
                                      Worship in NOVEMBER 

LIVESTREAMED on Facebook every Sunday morning at our usual time of 9:30 am.   

We hope you will attend if you are able. Invite a friend! 

The Order of Worship is being sent via email on Saturday 

(with a version for at-home worship sent via US Mail to those without internet access only) 

        You do not have to have a Facebook profile or be a regular user to access it. 

 If you have internet access you can go to 
 www.facebook.com/WestminsterPresbyterianPortage/    

                 

 

November 1                            ALL SAINTS SUNDAY   

1 Corinthians 12:12-26      “Together in Spirit: in grief and in joy” 
 Our service includes a time of remembrance for those who have died in the past year.        
     

      Have a little bread & juice ready so you can participate in Communion at home! 
 

November 8            “Stewardship:  Building Community Together”          
Exodus 35:20-29; 2 Corinthians 161-7  

 
November 15               STEWARDSHIP DEDICATION SUNDAY 
Joshua 24:14-18            “Committing to Community”  
 
November 22                       CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY 
          “One in Christ: Grateful Together” 
 

     Strange Advent: The Gifts of God’s Spirit in an Unusual Season 

November 29                 FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
       “A Prayerful Advent” 
 
 

It’s not the same as being together, but livestreaming our Sunday service is a way that many of us 

can connect, listen to scripture together and share in worship, even as we try to protect the health 

of our community by giving up our in-person worship.  Remember, the church is not the building 

but the people; and we are still the church, whether in person or … TOGETHER IN SPIRIT.   

 

The Worship Team has chosen “Together in Spirit” as our 2020-21 worship theme.  

Throughout the coming months, we will reflect on what it means to stay connected to one another 

and to Christ, how God’s Spirit sustains us in hard times, and trusting God to lead us, even as we 

find ourselves having to forge new paths in a world of change.     

https://www.facebook.com/WestminsterPresbyterianPortage/
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We may have to give up in-person church services,  

but we don’t have to give up worship! 
 

 We can — and should — worship God anywhere, anytime.   

Remember that wherever we are, we are united in love and faith. 
 

Besides participating in our livestreamed worship services, here are some other ways to 

worship during this time when we can’t meet to worship together: 

 Share your concerns and your joys. Pray for the concerns shared in the weekly “joys and 

concerns” too.  Think about how prayer unites us.  Call someone and let them know you 

prayed for them.   

 November is Thanksgiving month.  Make a collection of “gratitudes” throughout the month, 

which you can read and celebrate on Thanksgiving Day.  All you need are paper scraps or 

post-it notes.  List maybe three things each day. Some ideas:  people you are thankful for, 

books, pieces of music, places, foods, beautiful things, abilities, experiences, small 

pleasures, heros, useful things… you get the idea. 

 Use a Thanksgiving hymn or song as your prayer, at night or at the table.  Possibilities: 

“Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”  “Now Thank We All Our God” “Give Thanks with a 

Grateful Heart.” 

 Breathe.  Breathe in and be thankful.  Breathe out, and remember how you want to live 

that thankfulness.  Breath in, and remember that God is your strength.  Breathe out, and 

trust God with the future.  Breathe in, and remember those you love.  Breathe out, and 

remember that God loves them, too.  Breathe in, and embrace the world’s brokenness.  

Breathe out, and remember that Jesus loves the world.    

Advent Devotionals 

Mindful of our 2020-21 worship theme, “Together in Spirit,” and because this year, especially, 

we want to feel connected with one another, we will create our own Westminster devotions for 

the Advent season.  Each day’s reflection will be created by someone within our own community 

of faith, based on particular scripture or theme.  Some folks are already at work on their contri-

butions.  If you would like to write one, check with Pastor Janet for available texts/themes.   The 

completed devotionals will be available before the first Sunday of Advent—by email, on our 

website, or on paper (pick up at church or we will get it to you!)  We hope it will be part of an 

Advent that feels meaningful and full of love, even if it is very different from other years. 
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MISSION NEWS 

Our annual Fair Trade Sale will be available in the narthex November 8 through 23.  

This is a great way to support craftspeople from around the world who receive a fair 

payment for their work, while at the same time finding some special gifts for loved ones, 

or maybe for yourself.   

We will have a wide variety items from SERRV, including Christmas decorations, candles, 

baskets, scarves and more.  We will also have Palestinian olive wood crafts from 

PalCraftAid and local goat’s milk soap and other products from AACORN Farm.  And of 

course, we will have the Equal Exchange coffee, chocolate and other items you love!   

The Fair Trade Sale will be available Saturday, November 14, (10 am – noon ) and 

Sundays November 8, 15, and 22 after worship (10:30 am—noon), during church office 

hours, or by arrangement (contact Pastor Janet). 

You are invited to come and enjoy our a safe, socially-distanced environment and get it 

some early Christmas shopping!   

MEALS-ON-WHEELS 

Thanks to our drivers and “hoppers” who delivered Meals-on-Wheels during the week of 

October 26-30. Our next Meals-on-Wheels week is December 7-11.   Additional volunteers are 

needed during winter months, when some “regulars” are away in warmer climates!   Each of the 

two Portage routes needs a driver and a “hopper” each day.  We especially need people who 

are physically able to “hop” in and out of the car to bring the meals to the doors of the shut-ins 

who depend on this source of nutrition.  If you are able to serve regularly or as a substitute, 

please contact Kay Haas or Carol Madison for more information. 
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MORE MISSION NEWS 

A “Thank you” from MINISTRY with COMMUNITY 
 

Dear Friends,  

We are so grateful for the generous gifts in sponsorship of meals at Ministry with Community from your 
church members in honor of Bill Neff, in memory of Walter Rist, and in honor of Nancy Husk. Thank you 
for making a difference in the lives of those experiencing poverty, homelessness, substance use, mental 

illness, and other challenges. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has changed daily life for all of us in many ways. Despite these changes, and 
thanks to your support, Ministry with Community is still open and adapting our services every day of the 
week. During a time of crisis, it means so much knowing that we can rely on you to help us continue 

serving those who need us right now.  

To read the latest about what Ministry with Community is doing to serve our members as safely as 
possible, please visit our website ministrywithcommunity.org or our Facebook page at facebook.com/
KzooMwC. Thank you again for being someone we can rely on in a time of great uncertainty.   With 

gratitude for all we accomplish together,  

Kelly Henderson,  Executive Director 

Angel Tree 2020 . . . Virtually, Of Course 

This year we will again shop for imprisoned parents who, through Prison Fellowship, want to give gifts to 
their children. Westminster will provide one clothing and one toy/entertainment item for each of 35 children 
in the Kalamazoo area. Each gift should be in the $15 - $25 range so children receive gifts of similar value. 

Choosing a tag . . . 

∙ Instead of choosing actual tags from our Angel Tree, you’ll be able to sign up online for 5 days early to 
mid-November.  

∙ Sound too complicated? After those 5 days you can email or call Nancy Husk to choose tags. 
∙ Still too much? (A lot is these days.) You can call Nancy to donate money for one or more gifts and a 

shopper will shop and wrap on your behalf. 
Then . . . 

∙ Write down the choices you make online or by calling or emailing. (Or call/email Nancy for help 
remembering.) 

∙ Watch your mail for actual tags to put on your gifts. 
∙ Shop in person or online for your child, $15 - $25 per gift. 
∙ Wrap your gift(s). (Locked down and no gift wrap? Remember we have a stash at church. Someone can 

wrap for you.) 
∙ Attach your tag to your wrapped gift or temporarily clip it to your unwrapped gift. 
∙ Deliver your gift(s) to church and place around the Angel Tree in the narthex. (Yea, something normal!) 
∙ Can’t deliver your gift(s) to church? Let us know and someone will pick them up from your home. 

Like everything else this year, Angel Tree is somewhat more complicated and dependent on technology. 
Watch early to mid-November for an email with virtual sign-up. No email? Call Nancy mid-November 
(665-9004). 

Through Angel Tree we will be more woven together,  

those high-risk and sheltered depending on those more out-and-about.  

And all of us deepening our sense of being Together in Spirit. 
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“TOGETHER… WE ARE THE CHURCH”     Stewardship 2021          

We have started our annual Stewardship Campaign for 2021!  During this 

time we have the opportunity to consider our commitments, including financial 

commitments, to the ministry and mission of the church in the coming year.  We 

will finish with our first-ever drive through Stewardship Dedication Novem-

ber 15th 10:30-Noon.  I hope everyone can make it!   The Stewardship Com-

mittee will be there to greet you with a friendly wave and a doughnut!  I am 

looking forward to seeing everyone.  (I miss everyone). 

Most of you know the worship theme is “Together in spirit”. I want to quote a 

passage that fits in my life right now. “it is right for me to feel thus about you 

all, because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of 

grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the 

Gospel”  (Phillippians 1:8 NRSV) 

I feel imprisoned by this pandemic.  I have not been able to worship in person, 

sing aloud in church,  (maybe a blessing for some!), visit with church family.   

However, I have maintained a connection with lots of people in our church 

through non-traditional means like Zoom. I received get well wishes for my 

fractured foot through mail, e-mail, and phone. In turn, given well wishes to 

several of you.  So I believe “together we are the church” is very appropriate 

for the stewardship campaign.  

Many of you know I spent a good portion of my life (29 years) working at 

KitchenAid - specifically, on the KitchenAid stand mixer. I have a real heart 

check on this equipment as more than a piece of machinery but a creative de-

vice that spreads love through people by people.  

Therefore, I would like to spread the love by offering a chance to win a stand 

mixer.  All you need to do is bring your pledge cards by 12 noon November 

15th on Stewardship Dedication Sunday. Your pledge card will be the only 

way to win!  The stewardship committee will randomly draw one winner soon 

after noon on November 15th.  

   ~  Paul Paget for the 2021 Stewardship Committee 

 



9 

 

9 

 

WHY STEWARDSHIP IS IMPORTANT  

Some thoughts from a WPC member:  

 

Stewardship entails the management of funds, or of property or resources, for the 

sake of others   - In this case, for the church's budget for ministry.  

I have been involved in the listening project for our welcome statement. I thoroughly 

enjoyed it as I met a lot of new people, elderly people, who I had not met before.   

Following this project, I became a deacon, visiting some of these elderly people again 

in nursing homes and their own houses. Deacons are also involved with catering for 

funeral lunches; enjoying the fellowship and chat in the kitchen while making up 

sandwiches. I have also been a member of the Interpretive Arts Team. Learning a lot 

from Bobbie Gerber, Carol Madison and Kay Haas. Fun times are when I read stories 

to small children in the nursery.  

There is so much to do here at WPC - ushering, hosting events. I have thoroughly 

enjoyed all the happy faces coming through the door.  

I believe that the Spirit is at work within the congregation of the church at 

Westminster.  

Please pledge generously.  

   

               ~  Susan Weng  
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 FROM THE PASTORS’  DESK  

No question about it… 2020 has been a tough year in a whole host of ways.  Still, in this month 

of Thanksgiving, we have much to be grateful for, and practicing gratitude is part of what it 

means to be people of faith and hope in the world.   

I asked Jerry what he is thankful for, and he said “I’m thankful to be still alive and employed.  

That isn’t much is it?”  But actually it is, and this year has reminded all of us that we can’t and 

shouldn’t ever take such things for granted.  Life is a gift and meaningful work is a gift. 

And of course, there is more.  We are grateful to be part of a congregation that has been, 

through this challenging time, incredibly supportive and appreciative, not just to us, but to all 

those who lead and serve this church.  We’re grateful for the technologies that allow us to 

worship and meet virtually, and the people who help us make them work.  We cannot say too 

often how thankful we are for our Sunday morning music and tech teams, whose love for our 

church shines in their dedication to making it all happen week after week.  We have also 

witnessed - in so many creative ways - the commitment of this congregation to stay connected 

and to care for each other through this time, and it fills us with gratitude.   

We are thankful for people who put the well-being of others ahead of their own convenience -   

working in health care and other essential jobs, giving up things they want to do, wearing masks, 

helping neighbors.  We are thankful for those who speak out and protest to call attention to the 

pervasive and damaging racism in our society, for everyone (including many of you) committed 

to better understanding of this issue, and for all who are working to make change.  

We are thankful for writers and journalists who help us understand the world and the issues that 

matter.  For books and films that challenge and change us.  For art and music that inspire, 

refresh, and sooth us.  For the healing power of nature.  For places to walk and for our kayaks.  

For things that make us laugh. All of these things have meant a lot to us in these last months. 

We’ve been thankful during this pandemic time that we like each other’s company, that we 

enjoy our home and like to cook, and that the things we like to do in our spare time mostly don’t 

involve crowded places or spending money!  

We’re grateful for the loving bonds of family and friendship, which transcend distance and time.  

And above all, we are thankful for the ever-present love and grace of God, which grounds our 

faith and gives us hope in the darkest of times.  

 

What are YOU grateful for, in this year of trouble, that also gives us this month of Thanksgiving? 

     

        Peace, 

              Janet 
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          FAITH BOOK CLUB 

November book: 

 The Dearly Beloved by Cara Wall 
 

We will meet by Zoom  
Tuesday, November 10 at 7 pm. 

New to FBC?   

Let Lorie Leak know that you need the Zoom link. 

WEDNESDAY MORNING  

BIBLE STUDY 
10 am most Wednesdays, via Zoom 

We are studying JEREMIAH this fall! 

New participants welcome!    

Contact Pastor Jerry  

 

Are You Missing Harvest Sunday? 

You can still celebrate God's grace to you in this season by sending gifts to: 

Kalamazoo Loaves and Fishes 

901 Portage Street, Kalamazoo, MI 49001  

OR Donate online with a credit card at: 

https://kzoolf.org/donate-online 

Presbyterian Women VIRTUAL Retreat! 

“MAKING TIME… to listen to God” 

When: Saturday, November 7, 9 –11:30 am, via Zoom 

Who:  Any women! 

Why:  You need this! 

 

Make time to join us for this time of reflection and fellowship with your sisters! 
 

Our morning will include worship, music, conversation in small groups, some quiet 

time for individual reflection, and prayer.   
 

To sign up, email or call Leslie Ashbaugh. 

MEN’S BOOK STUDY  

Meets in the church library (and/or by Zoom), on the first and third Tuesdays of each 
month, at 8:30 am for approximately one hour. Rev John Best leads our discussions 
of The Possibility of America, How the Gospel can mend our God-Blessed, God-Forsaken 

Land, by David Dark 

https://kzoolf.org/donate-online
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FAITH FORMATION  November 1 & 15 

Our children’s Christian Education continues to meet the first and third Sundays of 

each month at 10:30 am.  Meet Leslie in the narthex!  Wear your masks! 

Please bring your children to Westminster for about an hour to learn about God, 
hear Bible Stories, play games and hang out with Leslie doing activities and simple 
crafts.  We may do some outdoor activities, so dress accordingly!  With colder 
weather, we will be indoors in the fellowship hall and other areas of the building 

where there is plenty of room to practice social distancing.    

Look for an “Advent at Home” bag, which will be coming to you soon, to help 

your family learn about and enjoy this special season! 

Future dates:  December 6 and 20 

Any questions please let Leslie know. Email  lesliea83@gmail.com 

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT EDUCATION  
 

Sunday mornings at 11:15am via Zoom. 

An email with a link will be sent out each week. New participants: Contact Pastor 

Jerry to get on that email list. 

November 1  last week of  “When Things Get Difficult, Turn to Wonder” 
 
November 8, 15 & 22    “The Call to Courage” 

Brene Brown has presented this talk on Netflix. With humor and empathy, she 
discusses what it takes to choose courage over comfort. This is a conversation about 
uncomfortable things like vulnerability, shame, fear, leadership and having 
courageous conversations.  
 
November 29   Join us as we begin an Advent series, “Together in Celebration,” 
incorporating members’ memories, music, and stories, of Christmas around the 
world.  

 

 

mailto:Lesliea83@gmail.com
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SMALL GROUP MINISTRY  

In a time when large gatherings are not possible, small groups are a great way to 

keep us connected to each other.  Three groups are currently meeting: 

Our racial equity small group meetings continue! Since some folks want to participate 
in both groups, we have decided to make a regular monthly schedule. We will post 
the topics each month, so anyone interested in attending can jump in. All are welcome 

to either group. 

FIRST SUNDAY RACISM DISCUSSION GROUP  

meets the first Sunday evening of the month at 7 pm (Zoom) Next meeting:  

November 1.    

We will wrap up our discussion of “13th” and look at an article from The Christian 

Century called “The Way We Build Our Cities is Racist.”    

Contact Ann Cirvencic or Cindy Green  

3RD SUNDAY RACISM DISCUSSION GROUP  

meets the third Sunday evening of the month at 6 pm (Zoom).  This month: November 
15.   We will discuss Ava Duvernay’s documentary, “13th” about the13th amendment 
to the Constitution and how it has played out across the decades.  Participants are 

encouraged to watch the film before the meeting. 

 

Contact Paula Schriemer with questions.    

                                                                                                                         
The WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP GROUP is focused on building relationships and 
encouraging one another.  Additional participants welcome!   Contact Lisa Buesing for 
dates and times.  
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God’s House…WPC Building & Grounds Update 

The sealing of the parking lot asphalt finished as expected. For those who are wondering…157 
pails of sealant were used! The far end of the lot north at the Presbytery end was not sealed this 
year; since this area is seldom used and shaded from late day sun, it is still in pretty good 
condition. We ran out of time and weather to paint the stripes. Line painting along with handicap 
parking marking will occur in the spring. Next year will include additional parking lot patching and 
crack sealing. The vision is to perform more routine maintenance to the heavily-used areas of the 

lot to avoid the balloon payment of effort and expense every five to seven years. 

Our 2020 “Refresh” project keeps moving forward. The kitchen walls and ceiling were stripped 
and cleaned before painting. 20 years of cooking takes its toll on a kitchen. Paint is now being 
applied with new sink faucets and garbage disposal coming soon. The restrooms are inching closer 
to being finished. Countertops are planned for installation by early November with the sinks and 
new faucets to follow. New EXIT lights were installed in the Fellowship Hall lobby, and the stainless 

steel corner guards are in line to go up soon, too. 

Fall work on the grounds was done while the weather cooperated. An oak tree on the east side of 
the property had fallen during a late spring storm. After some initial action to clear the tree 
obstacle in the parking lot, the tree has now been mostly cleared except for the largest part of the 
trunk. Some fire-pit wood is piled near where the tree fell, and this wood (some of which is quite 
large) is available for the taking—first come, first served.  If interested, contact Jim Gluys to help 

with cutting if needed 

This tree clean-up and other trimmings have been placed on the side of the east parking lot. The 
plan is to chip this wood next year.  B&G would appreciate the loan of a smaller wood chipper; 
Please contact B&G if you have one to loan. We also trimmed up some trees to improve the lawn 
mowing and removed some “weed-trees” that popped up next to the building foundation over the 
last few years. These trimmings were used to make winter habitat for animals in the tall grassy 

area north of the Presbytery. 

Normally, we would schedule leaf raking as another fall activity. Leaving the leaves on the front 
lawn and mulching in the spring worked well last year, and we will repeat that process this year! 
Anyone who can blow leaves off the Memorial Garden is welcome to independently send those 
leaves into the ungroomed area for natural decomposition. The Memorial Garden irrigation system 

was blown-out for winter. 

In the category of work that we cannot do ourselves, the hot water heater in the Presbytery was 
replaced in early September. Then the boiler room hot water heater for the Narthex restrooms 
and kitchenette started leaking. This unit was replaced in late October. Interestingly, the hot water 
heater for the Fellowship Hall was replaced last December. All of these units were well over 12 

years old, and the new units should last for many, many years, too. 

The Building & Grounds Team continues working to provide a safe, welcoming space while being 
good stewards of money and the environment. If you have a desire to help with this mission or 

have input on our facility, you can contact Jim Gluys. 
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Our In tent ion Statement  
 

      At  Westminster  Church  
 we l ive  a  whole  l i fe  in  response to  God  
      a t tent ive ly  
  together  
       engaging the  wor ld  
            for  the  good of  a l l  
                 fol lowing Jesus Chr is t .  

                                                                                                                             
                            adopted by the  Session,   Apr i l  25,  2011  

FLU SHOTS… It’s time! 
 
All, just a quick reminder to get your flu shots this fall (sooner rather than lat-
er!). The medical community is very concerned that we may have both influen-
za and coronavirus circulating in our communities this winter, which has the po-
tential to overwhelm the health care system (not to mention making lots of 
people very sick!).  
 
You can get flu shots at your primary care doctor’s office or at local pharma-
cies like CVS and Walgreen’s. Just make sure to get one! 
 
I know there’s a lot of discussion in the news about coronavirus vaccines, and 
lots of people weighing whether to get a vaccine or not once it’s released. My 
husband and I are both health care workers, so I anticipate we will be receiv-
ing at least one of these vaccines in the coming months. Once the vaccines are 
available, I will plan to write an  article for the WPC newsletter to give you 
some information about them…. 
 
For now, though, just GET A FLU SHOT! 

 
     ~ Paula Schriemer, M.D. 

Friends of past years have sent me cards of care and concern 
regarding Bob's death.  I thank you and remember you fondly. 
 
~ Peggy Hegel 
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Westminster Staff  

Reverend Janet Robertson Duggins    jerryorjanet@wpcportage.org 
Reverend Jerry Duggins                                       jerryorjanet@wpcportage.org 
Parish Associate - Reverend John Best    johnmbest@gmail.com             
Pastor Emeritus – Reverend Richard Jackson   

Sunday School Coordinator – Leslie Ashbaugh   lesliea83@gmail.com 
Director of Music & Pianist – Marie Kerstetter   kpianogirl@aol.com 
Choir Director – Jason Zerban     jzerban@hotmail.com 
Administrative Assistant –  Chloe Nivala               westminsterp@wpcportage.org 
Bookkeeper  - Audrey Curry     bookkeeper@wpcportage.org 
Custodian – Ernest Pueblo     ErPueblo@aol.com 
 

Congregational Leaders 
 

SESSION 
Mary Anderson, Clerk; Leslie Ashbaugh, Jim Gluys, Cindy Green, Paul Paget,  

Paula Schreimer, Kelly Schultz, Nick Pratt, Jayme Ruimveld 
 

DEACONS 
Judy Paget - Moderator, Beth Myer, Laurie Bushnell, Gloria Padilla-Carlson, Sue Weng,  

Jodie Gerard, Ann Cirvencic, Connie Campbell 
 

Team Leaders 
Administration  
  Finance………………………………………………..Paul Paget 
  Personnel……………………………………………...Cindy Green 
  Building & Grounds…………………………………...Jim Gluys 

 Christian Education 
    Children & Youth; Faith Formation………………….. Leslie Ashbaugh                                                             
   Adult Education…………………………… ………  Linda DeYoung  
   Congregational Life & Evangelism………  …………Paula Schreimer 

    Art Festival…………………………………….……..Miriam Duggins, Lindsay South McKim 
 Mission………………………………………………….Nick Pratt, Jerry Duggins 
  Green Team………………………………… .……   Eileen Best 
Worship……………………………………………… .Kelly Schultz, Pastors 
   Interpretive Arts…………………………………........Bobbie Gerber 
 

Worship Participant Coordinators 
Acolytes………………………………………………..Janet Duggins, Cindy Green 
Children & Worship……………………………….........Nancy Husk 
Coffee Plus…………………………………………….Barb Daniels 
Communion Servers & Prep……………............................Kelly Schultz 
Hosts/Shepherds………………………………..............Cindy Green 
Liturgists………………………………………................Jean Cox 
Nursery Volunteers…………………………....................Marta Best 
Projectionist……………………………………...............Kelly Schultz 
Ushers/Sound Techs……………………….......................Mary Anderson 
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